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NEW FOR 2004

■ StabiliTrak vehicle stability enhancement system on 15-passenger vans (interim change)

■ Assist handle

MODEL LINEUP
ENGINES TRANSMISSIONS

Vortec 4300 Vortec 4800 Vortec 5300 Vortec 6000 4-spd auto 4-spd auto 
4.3L V-6 4.3L V-6 5.3L V-8 6.0L V-8 (Hydra-Matic 4L60-E) (Hydra-Matic 4L80-E)

Passenger Van,Conversion Van
G1500 reg WB s – o – s –
H1500 reg WB – – s – s –
G2500 reg WB – s – o – s
G2500 extWB – s – o – s
G3500 reg / extWB – – – s – s

Cargo Van
G1500 reg WB s – o – s –
H1500 reg WB – – s – s –
G2500 reg / extWB (7300GVW) s – o – s –
G2500 reg / extWB (8600 GVW) – s – o – s
H2500 reg WB – – s – s –
G3500 reg / extWB – – – s – s

Key:
Standard s
Optional o
Not available –

>>> CHEVY EXPRESS
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2004 CHEVROLET EXPRESS: STRONG, SMART AND SURPRISING

Chevy Express simply delivers more for customers, whether
they're looking for a passenger van, cargo van or a solid
foundation for an RV conversion. Advanced safety and
reliability features also enhance these hard-working vans
for work or play.

Express is strong, with its stable of third-generation Vortec
powerplants, standard four-wheel anti-lock disc brakes,
16-inch wheels and an independent front suspension.

Express is smart, with features like its advanced
multiplexed electrical system, air filter monitor and a
tow/haul switch to improve transmission shifts when pulling a trailer or hauling heavy loads.

And Express is surprising, with a long list of innovations, including a left-side passenger door, available side-
access panels and all-wheel drive, the industry's first in a full-size van.

In addition, 15-passenger vans will be equipped with the StabiliTrak vehicle stability enhancement system in 
an interim change during the 2004 model-year production cycle.

StabiliTrak

StabiliTrak helps drivers maintain control of vehicles during certain difficult driving conditions such as ice,
snow, gravel, wet pavement and uneven road surfaces, as well as in emergency lane changes or avoidance
maneuvers. The system will be standard on all 15-passenger Express vans.

“By adding this system, we will take what we believe is already a very safe vehicle and make it even better,”
said Ray Chess, GM vehicle line executive, commercial trucks and vans. “This enhancement underscores GM’s
leadership in bringing this important safety technology to more customers than any of its competitors.”

The vehicle stability enhancement system works by recognizing wheel skid. Sensors detect the difference
between the steering wheel angle and the direction the driver is actually turning by “reading” the steering
wheel position, the amount of sideways force in play, vehicle speed and the vehicle’s response to steering-
wheel input.

The system then uses the brakes to enhance control of the vehicle’s direction and to help keep it on course.
It automatically reduces the engine torque and applies precise amounts of pressure to the front right or left
brakes to help keep the vehicle on track. These brake and engine interventions help realign the vehicle’s actual
path with that being steered by the driver.

“It is important to understand that no system is foolproof,” said Robert C. Lange, GM executive director,
structure and safety integration. “That is why we will continue to educate our customers on the unique
operating characteristics of full-size, extended passenger vans and that they should be operated only by
experienced drivers. We also support the advice of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration that
drivers and passengers in vans – and all other vehicles – always use safety belts. And we remind all vehicle
occupants to obey state seat-belt use and child-passenger safety laws.”

Vortec engines mean power 

The advanced technology of Vortec Generation III engines helps Express to top comparable rivals in
horsepower and acceleration.
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The Vortec 4800 4.8L V-8 cranks out 275 horsepower (201 kw) and is used for heavy-duty applications in the
2500 Series cargo vans.

The Vortec 5300 5.3L V-8 has the ability to provide segment-leading acceleration. Used for light-duty
applications, it churns out 285 horsepower (213 kw) and 325 lb.-ft. of torque (441 Nm), and is the standard
engine in all-wheel-drive models.

Those seeking more power can opt for the Vortec 6000 – the segment's most powerful V-8. It's fuel-efficient
and more than capable of handling heavy-duty trailering/hauling requirements.

An expanded array of models equipped with a Vortec 6000 V-8 offers fully converted, dedicated compressed
natural gas (CNG) systems.

The 200 horsepower (149 kw) Vortec 4300 4.3L V-6 with multi-port fuel injection (previously available only 
in California) is now the base engine for light-duty G-vans in all 50 states. A central fuel injector delivers a
separate flow of fuel to six individual hybrid injectors for better performance and improved emissions.

Express also features GM's unique tow/haul mode – a proven technology on Chevy full-size pickups and sport
utilities. It reduces the frequency and improves the predictability of transmission shifts when pulling a trailer
or carrying a heavy load.

Driving under control

Express offers a four-wheel power disc brake system with ABS as standard equipment. The system features the
responsive Hydroboost hydraulic assist power brake booster. Light- and heavy-duty models include Dynamic
Rear Proportioning (DRP), which recognizes changes in wheel speed and load variation and adjusts the amount
of pressure applied to the rear brakes appropriately.

A three-piece, fully boxed frame increases torsional stiffness on the Express, which contributes to improved
ride and handling and better isolation from the road. Large stabilizer bars – 33 mm on light-duty models and
35 mm on vehicles with 8,600-pound (3,901 kg) GVW and above – add stability. Standard 16-inch wheels
provide for a more comfortable ride and power rack-and-pinion steering on all light-duty models provides 
more precise control.

Smart electrical system

An advanced multiplexed communication network transfers data throughout the vehicle to allow the instrument
cluster to monitor and report on more than 20 system functions – it even tells a customer when to change oil.
The system also supports features such as dual-level air bags (on light-duty models), lockout prevention, retained
accessory power and battery-rundown protection. The rundown protection guards against battery drain if interior
lights and/or headlamps and parking lamps are left on accidentally.

Plenty of innovation

Convenience is the key to an industry-exclusive 60/40 left-hand-side hinged door for flexible passenger
entry/cargo loading capability. Available on regular-length passenger and cargo vans, the innovative feature
offers easy access to the second-row seat/cargo compartment and third-row seat/rear compartment.

Express also offers three all-wheel-drive models. Superior traction provided by a viscous-coupled transfer case
gives the best on-road, wet- or dry-pavement handling performance available on a full-size van. The system
automatically transfers torque from slipping wheels to those with a firmer grip.

The Express Access provides innovative side access panels allowing easy access to cargo areas. These panels
operate via remote key fob or internal mechanical release, a definite time saver for the vocational user.
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Safety is a priority

Front-seat, dual-stage air bags – standard in all light-duty models up to 7,300-pounds (3,311 kg) GVW – tailor
inflation speed to crash severity, minimizing the risk of injury to smaller occupants during low-speed crashes.

Standard safety enhancements include driver and front-passenger belts, three-point lap and shoulder belts in
all first- and second-row seating positions, and the LATCH (Lower Anchors and Tethers for CHildren) system for
child seats in passenger vans.

Express offers the security and convenience of GM’s next-generation OnStar system on passenger and conversion
models. OnStar is the leading provider of in-vehicle safety, security and information services in the U.S. and
Canada. Using the Global Positioning System (GPS) satellite network and wireless technology, OnStar services
include automatic notification of air bag deployment, stolen vehicle location, remote door unlock, emergency
services dispatch, roadside assistance, remote diagnostics, route support, convenience services and OnStar
Concierge. OnStar Personal Calling allows drivers to make and receive hands-free, voice-activated phone calls
through a nationwide network in cooperation with Verizon Wireless. Virtual Advisor (U.S. only) gives subscribers
access to personalized information in a hands-free, voice-activated manner with no screens or displays.

Attention to the details

It isn’t always just about power or performance. Express also attends to the details that sometimes can be
overlooked. Express has supportive front seats, excellent lighting, quality fit and finish on panels, and safer
trim. Express has integrated armrests, door pull handles, window and lock control switches and mirrors.
Front doors include storage pockets.

An added storage tray, twin trip odometers, a second power outlet, a third console cupholder, loop-style coat
hooks and durable carpeting are also provided. Power exterior rearview mirrors, available on some models,
offer integrated turn-signal indicators, along with remote control and are electrically heated. Express continues
to offer superb features such as the wide rear cargo-door openings and the low step-in heights.

Express vans also continue to offer a wide selection of high-quality audio system choices, including AM/FM
stereo, seek/scan, clock, cassette, single-CD player or six-disc CD changer. On all except the base-model and
upfitter-package radios, Radio Data System (RDS) is available. RDS displays a variety of text descriptions,
including station call letters, traffic information, or even song and artist information.

Model lineup

Express comes in both regular (135-inch / 3,429 mm) and extended (155-inch / 3,937 mm) wheelbase lengths,
and can provide eight-, 12- or 15-person capacity. Cargo vans, available in the same wheelbase lengths, offer
seating for two. The cutaways, which can be converted to various commercial, school bus and RV requirements,
are available in 139-inch (3,531 mm), 159-inch (4,039 mm) and 177-inch (4,496 mm) wheelbase lengths. The
1500 Series vans include light-duty models rated at 6,200- and 7,200-pounds (2,812- and 3,266-kg) GVW. The
2500 Series includes light-duties rated at 7,300- and 8,500-pounds (3,311- and 3,856-kg) GVW (in CNG), and
heavy-duty models rated at 8,600-pounds (3,901-kg) GVW. The heavy-duty 3500 Series includes full-bodied
cargo/passenger vans rated at 9,600-pounds (4,354-kg) GVW, and commercial and RV cutaway chassis, with
GVW ratings of 8,600-12,300 pounds (3,901-5,579 kg).

# # #
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Contact:
FCO Communications
Rebecca Harris
Phone: 313-667-2634
Fax: 313-667-8167
E-mail: rebecca.l.harris@gm.com

GM of Canada Communications
Phil Kling
Phone: 905-644-1804
Fax: 905-644-3873
E-mail: phil.kling@gm.com

GM de Mexico Communications
Juan Bernardo Urrutia
Phone: 011(5255) 5901-3046
E-mail:
juanbernardo.urrutia@gm.com
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SPECIFICATIONS

OVERVIEW

Models: Chevy Express: full-frame G-Series 8-, 12-, 15-passenger and cargo van 
(8-, 12-passenger w/ H-Series), RH sliding or swing-out 60/40 doors or 
optional LH swing-out 60/40 doors, (G-Series available as RV & 
commercial cutaway)

Body style / driveline: cargo and passenger van (RH sliding or swing-out 60/40 doors or optional 
LH swing-out 60/40 doors), front-engine, rear-wheel drive (AWD w/H-Series)

Construction: full frame

EPA vehicle class: full-size van

Manufacturing location: Wentzville, Missouri

Key competitors: Ford Econoline, Ford E-Series, Dodge/Freightliner Sprinter

ENGINES

Vortec 4300 Vortec 4800 Vortec 5300 Vortec 6000 
4.3L V-6 (LU3) 4.8L V-8 (LR4) 5.3L V-8 (LM7) 6.0L V-8 (LQ4)

Type: 4.3L V-6 4.8L V-8 5.3L V-8 6.0L V-8

Displacement (cu in / cc): 262 / 4293 294 / 4807 327 / 5328 366 / 5967

Bore & stroke (in / mm): 4.00 x 3.48 / 3.78 x 3.27 / 3.78 x 3.62 / 4 x 3.62 /
101.6 x 88 96 x 83 96 x 92 101.6 x 92

Block material: cast iron cast iron cast iron cast iron

Cylinder head material: cast iron cast aluminum cast aluminum cast aluminum

Valvetrain: OHV, 2 valves OHV, 2 valves OHV, 2 valves OHV, 2 valves 
per cylinder per cylinder per cylinder per cylinder

Ignition system: composite composite electronic spark coil near plug,
distributor, distributor, control, composite platinum-tip 
platinum-tip platinum-tip distributor, spark plugs, low
spark plugs, spark plugs, platinum-tip resistance spark
low-resistance low-resistance spark plugs plug wires
spark plug wires spark plug wires

Fuel delivery: sequential fuel sequential fuel sequential fuel sequential fuel 
injection injection injection injection

Compression ratio: 9.2:1 9.5:1 9.5:1 9.4:1

Horsepower (hp / kw @ rpm): 200 / 149 @ 4400 275 / 201 @ 5200 285 / 213 @ 5200 300 / 224 @ 4400

Torque (lb-ft / Nm @ rpm): 250 / 339 @ 2800 290 / 386 @ 4000 325 / 441 @ 4000 360 / 488 @ 4000

Recommended unleaded fuel: 87 octane 87 octane 87 octane 87 octane

Maximum engine speed (rpm): 5600 5600 5600 5600
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ENGINES (Cont.)

Vortec 4300 Vortec 4800 Vortec 5300 Vortec 6000 
4.3L V-6 (LU3) 4.8L V-8 (LR4) 5.3L V-8 (LM7) 6.0L V-8 (LQ4)

Emissions controls: 3-way catalytic 3-way catalytic 3-way catalytic 3-way catalytic 
converter, exhaust converter, exhaust converter, exhaust converter, exhaust
gas recirculation, gas recirculation, gas recirculation, gas recirculation,
positive crankcase positive crankcase positive crankcase positive crankcase 
ventilation, ventilation, ventilation, ventilation,
evaporative evaporative evaporative evaporative 
collection system collection system collection system collection system

Estimated fuel economy 
(mpg city / hwy / combined):

Cargo: 14 / 18 / 16 N / A 14 / 17 / 15 N / A
Passenger: 14 / 18 / 16 N / A 13 / 17 / 15 N / A 

TRANSMISSIONS 

Hydra-Matic 4L60-E Hydra-Matic 4L80-E

Type: 4-speed electronic automatic 4-speed heavy-duty electronic 
with overdrive and torque converter automatic with overdrive and  

torque converter

Gear ratios (:1):
First: 3.06 2.48
Second: 1.63 1.48
Third: 1:00 1:00
Fourth: 0.70 0.75
Reverse: 2.29 2.08

Final drive ratio: 3.42:1 std with 4.3L, 5.3L on 1500 Series
3.73:1 std with 4.3L on 2500 Series; opt. with 5.3L on 1500 Series and 
std with 5.3L on 2500 Series; std with 4.8L on 2500 Series and some 
6.0L models
4.10:1 opt with 4.8L on 2500 Series and std on 3500 Series; std or 
opt with 6.0L, depending on the model
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CHASSIS/SUSPENSION 

G2500 G3500 
G1500 H1500 (135-, 155-in WB) (135-, 155-in WB)

Front: independent Independent independent independent
short/long arm short/long arm short/long arm short/long arm

(SLA) coil springs, (SLA) torsion bars, (SLA) coil springs, (SLA) coil springs,
33-mm stabilizer 33-mm stabilizer 35-mm stabilizer 35-mm stabilizer 
bar bar bar bar 

Rear: 2-stage, 2-stage, 2-stage, 2-stage,
semi-elliptic semi-elliptic semi-elliptic semi-elliptic 
multileaf springs multileaf springs multileaf springs multileaf springs 
and semifloating and semifloating and semifloating and semifloating 

rear axle rear axle rear axle rear axle
(depending on 
the GVW)

Steering type (all models): power, power, integral power integral power
rack and pinion rack and pinion

Steering ratio: 17.2:1 17.2:1 17.2:1 17.2:1

Steering wheel turns, lock-to-lock: 3 3 3 3

Turning circle, curb-to-curb (ft / m):
135-in WB: 43.4 / 13.2 43.4 / 13.2 49.2 / 15 49.2 / 15
155-in WB: — — 54.5 / 16.6 54.5 / 16.6

BRAKES
Type (all models): Hydroboost 4-wheel disc, 4-wheel ABS with Dynamic Rear Proportioning 

6,200-7,300 lb 7300 lb 8,600 lb 9,600 lb 12,000-12,300 lb
GVW GVWR GVW GVW GVW

Rotor diameter x thick (in / mm):
Front: 12 x 1.14 / 12 x 1.14 12.8 x 1.5 12.8 x 1.5 / 12.8 x 1.5

305 x 29 305 x 29 325 x 38 325 x 38 325 x 38
Rear: 13 x 1.18 / 13 x 1.14 / 13 x 1.14 / 13 x 1.14 / 12.8 x 1.18 / 

330 x 30 330 x 29 330 x 29 330 x 29 325 x 30

Total swept area (sq in / sq cm):
Front: 214 / 1378 214 / 1378 246 / 1584 245 / 1584 245 / 1584
Rear: 237 / 1526 237 / 1526 237 / 1526 237 / 1526 235 / 1517
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WHEELS/TIRES 

G2500 G3500 
G1500 (135-, 155-in WB) (135-, 155-in WB)

Wheel size & type: 16-inch steel 16-inch steel 16-inch steel

Tires: P235/75R16 all-season LT225/75R16E* LT245/75R16E all-season 
steel-belted radials all-season steel-belted steel-belted radials

radials
*Standard on all G2500, except cargo van with 7,300-lb GVWR, which has a standard LT245/75R16E

DIMENSIONS 

Exterior G1500 Regular G2500 Regular G3500 Regular G3500 Extended

Wheelbase (in / mm): 135 / 3429 135 / 3429 135 / 3429 155 / 3937

Overall length (in / mm): 224 / 5691 224 / 5691 224 / 5691 244 / 6199

Overall width (in / mm): 79.4 / 2018 79.4 / 2018 79.4 / 2018 79.4 / 2018

Overall height (in / mm): 81.6 / 2072 81.6 / 2072 81.6 / 2072 82 / 2084

Track (in / mm):
Front: 67.8 / 1721 67.8 / 1721 67.8 / 1721 67.8 / 1721
Rear: 67.8 / 1721 67.8 / 1721 67.8 / 1721 67.8 / 1721

Min. ground clearance (in / mm):
Front: 8 / 202 8.2 / 207 8.2 / 207 8.1 / 207 
Rear: 7.4 / 188 7.1 / 180 7.1 / 180 7.7 / 195

Ground to top of rear load floor (in / mm):
Passenger: 25.5 / 648 27.2 / 690 27.8 / 707 27.8 / 707
Cargo: 22.8 / 580 25.1 / 637 27.8 / 707 27.8 / 707

Step-in height (in / mm):
Passenger, front door: 17.3 / 439 19 / 483 19.6 / 498 19.6 / 498
Passenger, side door: 15.5 / 394 18 / 457 19.5 / 495 19.6 / 498
Cargo, front door: 16.9 / 428 18.8 / 478 20.5 / 521 20.6 / 523
Cargo, side door: 15.5 / 394 18 / 457 19.5 / 495 19.6 / 498

Curb weight (lb / kg):
Cargo: 4845 / 2198 5017 / 2276 5427 / 2462 5625 / 2552
Passenger: 5258 / 2385 5877 / 2666 6015 / 2728 6333 / 2873
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DIMENSIONS (Cont.)

Interior G1500 Regular G2500 Regular G3500 Regular G3500 Extended

Seating capacity (std / opt):
Passenger van: 8 12 / 8 12 / 8 12 / 15
Cargo van: 2 / 1 2 / 1 2 / 1 2 / 1

Headroom (in / mm):
Front: 40.2 / 1022 40.2 / 1022 40.2 / 1022 40.2 / 1022
Middle (first row): 38.5 / 979 38.5 / 979 38.5 / 979 38.5 / 979
Middle (second row): 38.1 / 968 38.1 / 968 38.1 / 968 38.1 / 968
Rear (12-pass): — 37.7 / 957 37.7 / 957 37.7 / 957
Rear (15-pass): — — — 37.7 / 957

Leg room (in / mm):
Front: 41.3 / 1048 41.3 / 1048 41.3 / 1048 41.3 / 1048
Middle (first row): 34.8 / 883 34.8 / 883 34.8 / 883 34.8 / 883
Middle (second row): 37.6 / 954 37.6 / 954 37.6 / 954 37.6 / 954
Rear (12-pass): — 39.8 / 1010 39.8 / 1010 39.8 / 1010
Rear (15-pass): — — — 36.4 / 925

Shoulder room (in / mm):
Front: 68.8 / 1748 68.8 / 1748 68.8 / 1748 68.8 / 1748
Middle (first row): 68.9 / 1750 68.9 / 1750 68.9 / 1750 68.9 / 1750
Middle (second row): 63.5 / 1612 63.5 / 1612 63.5 / 1612 63.5 / 1612
Rear (12-pass): — 68.3 / 1734 68.3 / 1734 68.3 / 1734
Rear (15-pass): — — — 62.7 / 1593

Hip room (in / mm):
Front: 65.5 / 1664 65.5 / 1664 65.5 / 1664 65.5 / 1664
Middle (first row): 66 / 1675 66 / 1675 66 / 1675 66 / 1675
Middle (second row): 64.4 / 1635 64.4 / 1635 64.4 / 1635 64.4 / 1635
Rear (12-pass): — 59.6 / 1515 59.6 / 1515 59.6 / 1515
Rear (15-pass): — — — 63.2 / 1605

Cargo volume (cu ft / liters):
Behind front seat: 204 / 5776 204 / 5776 204 / 5776 237.3 / 671

Width between wheelhousings (in / mm):
Cargo: 50.5 / 1282 50.5 / 1282 50.5 / 1282 50.5 / 1282
Passenger: 50.5 / 1282 50.5 / 1282 50.5 / 1282 50.5 / 1282

Load floor length (in / mm):
Behind 1st row seat, Cargo: 127.8 / 3246 127.8 / 3246 127.8 / 3246 127.8 / 3246
Behind 1st row seat, Passenger: 126.3 / 3208 126.3 / 3208 126.3 / 3208 146.3 / 3716
Behind 2nd row, Passenger: 89.4 / 2272 89.4 / 2272 89.4 / 2272 109.4 / 2778
Behind 3rd row, Passenger: 57. 4 / 1457 57.4 / 1457 57.4 / 1457 77.5 / 1969
Behind 4th row, Passenger: — — — 45.6 / 1159
Behind 5th row, Passenger: — — — 12 / 306

Interior height (in / mm):
Cargo: 51.9 / 1318 51.9 / 1318 51.9 / 1318 51.9 / 1318
Passenger: 51.9 / 1318 51.9 / 1318 51.9 / 1318 51.9 / 1318
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CAPACITIES 

G1500 Regular G2500 Regular G3500 Regular G3500 Extended

GVWR (lb / kg):
Passenger van (standard): 7200 / 3266 8600 / 3901 9600 / 4354 9600 / 4354
Cargo van (standard): 6200 / 2812 7300 / 3311 9600 / 4354 9600 / 4354

Payload, base (lb / kg):
Cargo van: 1355 / 615 2283 / 1036 4173 / 1893 3975 / 1803
Passenger van: 1942 / 881 2723 / 1235 3585 / 1626 3267 / 1482

Trailer towing maximum (lb / kg):
Passenger: 6600 / 2905 8000 / 3628 10000 / 4538 10000 / 4538
Cargo: 6100 / 2767 8600 / 3901 10000 / 4538 10000 / 4538

Fuel tank (gal / L): 31 / 117 31 / 117 31 / 117 31 / 117

Maximum tongue weight: Trailer tongue weight should be 10-15 percent of the total loaded trailer 
weight, up to 1,000 pounds. Weight-carrying hitch limit on 4,000-lb 
(1,814 kg) trailer is 400-pound (181-kg) tongue weight. Weight-distributing 
hitch and sway control required for over 4,000-pound (1,814-kg) 
trailer weight.

Engine oil (qt / L): 4.5 / 4.2 6 / 5.6 6 / 5.6

Cooling system (qt / L):
Standard: 12.6 / 11.9 13.4 / 12.7 14.4 / 13.6 

Note: Information shown is current at time of publication. Please visit our GM Media web site at http://media.gm.com for updates.


